On the construction of a relative needs assessment scale.
The Social Dysfunction Scale, originally framed by Simeone et al., is a major first step in the introduction of objectivity to a complex subject often guided by political concerns rather than empirical findings. However, it is too heavily influenced by population sizes of the geographic units. The Relative Needs Assessment Scale proposed here is more flexible and corrects that problem by using weights that set a balance between the burden of the substance use(r) problem and the size of the "population at risk" in the geographic unit. Assuming that a fairly good mix of indicators is identified for substance use(r) problems, the alternative scale provides a better estimate of relative needs for resources.